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TITLE: VALOR’S DAWN 
 
PRODUCTION COMPANY: Paleo North Media Ltd.                              
 
ADDRESS: #812, 270 Wellington st., Toronto, ON, M5V 3P5 
 
GENRE: Action/Period Drama 
 
TYPE: Short 
 
FORMAT: RED 
 
DURATION: 14 Minutes                                
 
ASPECT RATIO: 16:9 
 
LANGUAGE: English 
 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: Canada 
 
AVAILABLE: All Territories 
 
SALES CONTACT: Reed Clare    EMAIL: reedtclare@gmail.com 
 
TAG LINE: A warrior's deepest wound, a loss too pointed to bear 
 
 
LOG LINE: 
 
It is 50 B.C. A Roman invasion of Celtic lands hangs on the knife’s edge of success as 
the chieftain Ambiorix wages war against the Roman general Eydis.  A deadly battlefield 
blow costs Ambiorix the life of his son, Conall, resulting in the unceasing deterioration of 
his soul and sanity.   
 
SYNOPSIS:  
 
It is 50 B.C. A Roman invasion of Celtic lands hangs on the knife’s edge of success as 
the chieftain Ambiorix (REED CLARE) wages war against the Roman general Eydis.  A 
deadly battlefield blow costs Ambiorix the life of his son, Conall, resulting in the 
unceasing deterioration of his soul and sanity.  In his dying moments he is haunted and 
fractured as he relives the epic battle with his former adversary and its ignoble acts of 
brutal savagery and deception.  The truth of which may hold the key to Ambiorix’s 
salvation.  It is in the torment of his conscience that this film explores and serves as a 
political and moral allegory for our present day quagmires and commitment to wars with 
no clear end or resolution. This is a story of morality and a man's struggle for truth and 
atonement. 
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KEY CREW 
 
DIRECTOR      Reed Clare 
 
CO-DIRECTOR    Mike Donis 
 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER   Reed Clare 
 
PRODUCER     James Dubbeldam 
 
WRITTEN BY     Reed Clare 
 
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY  Bruce William Harper 
 
EDITOR      Navin Ramaswaran 
 
PRODUCTION DESIGNER  Reed Clare, James Dubbeldam 
 
FIGHT COORDINATOR    Ray Rodriguez 
 
FIGHT DIRECTOR     Christopher Mott, Dan Zisson, Reed Clare 
 
 
 
PRIMARY CAST 
 
NAME:     CHARACTER: 
 
REED CLARE                                Ambiorix 
 
JAKE RIDEOUT                             Conall 
 
CRAIG BLAIR                                 Eydis 
 
MICHAEL YAHN                            Tiarnan 
 
 
Additional Information available upon request or visit: 
www.valorsdawnthefilm.com 
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PRIMARY CAST AND KEY CREW 
 
REED CLARE (LEAD CHARACTER: AMBIORIX, DIRECTOR, WRITER, 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER) 
 

 
 
Originally from Calgary, Canada, Reed Clare made his stage debut at age 10 as the 
lead in his school's Christmas play.  A full immersion and exploration of the arts ensued 
with many subsequent acting roles, winning awards and accolades for his student 
productions and performances alike.  Reed began formal acting training in Vancouver, 
earning a degree in the Arts from Langara College.  From 2000 through 2008, Reed 
resided in New York, studying acting at Carnegie Hall with renown and esteemed 
teachers Wynn Handman and Fred Kareman. He has distinguished himself in such 
performances as Franz in a production of Arthur Schnitzler's La Ronde, as an Athenian 
Orator in Lysistrata and as Lysander in a summer stock production of, A Midsummer 
Night's Dream.  He has performed in numerous Off Broadway productions, as Eddie in 
Fool for Love and as David in the highly regarded original comedy How to Speak 
Woman.  Reed performed as Lennox and the First Murderer in The Metropolitan 
Opera’s production of Macbeth.  
Most recently, Reed acted in such hit TV dramas as Reign, Warehouse 13, Flashpoint, 
Nikita and played a lead in the Bravo comedy, Hell Hath no Fury.  Reed is currently 
scheduled to play a principal role in the Casino crime drama, Poor Winners being filmed 
in Las Vegas and Albuquerque.  As well, Reed is development on a feature length film, 
a contemporary war drama about a court marshaled Canadian Army Captain back from 
the war in Afghanistan attempting to salvage his life and relationships.  The story delves 
into the inhumanities of the war and the atrocities committed by good men with strong 
familial like bonds and obligations who have reached their breaking point, in the face of 
great stress, emotional strain and turmoil.  Reed is consulting with several friends who 
are in the armed forces in Canada, Australia, and the U.S. to develop this project. 
In 2012, Reed launched Paleo North Media Ltd., an innovative and ground-breaking 
production company that pushes the boundaries of film and video production.  From 
authentic and prototypical projects like the micro epic period short film currently in 
production, Valor’s Dawn to the dynamic, fast paced, Muay Thai themed and action 
oriented corporate videos made for Sonim Industries and Bell Canada. 
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MIKE DONIS (CO-DIRECTOR) 
 

 
 
Born and raised in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Donis has been making films 
virtually his whole life, early in his career winning numerous awards for his 
various short films (including Best Picture at the YoungCuts International Film 
Festival with "Gray Christmas" in 2005). 
In 2010, his feature directorial debut, "The Blue Seal", went on to be recognized 
for several awards at the 2010 Action On Film Festival and the 2011 Underdogs 
Film Fest, including a nomination for Donis with the Best Action Sequence in a 
feature film. 
More recently, his work on the 2011 short "The Swashbuckling Adventures of 
Pete Winning and the Pirates" (in which he also stars in the title role) has been 
recognized at multiple film festivals across the United States, winning the 
Audience Choice award at Scarlet Waters' film showcase in Austin TX, and Best 
TV Pilot/Series at the Bare Bones International Film Festival in 2012, where he 
was also recognized as Best Actor in the non-feature category. 
His success with Pete Winning and the Pirates, and his developed love of web 
based narrative content inspired him to write with his long term collaborator 
Aaron Tsang a continuing series based on the original short.  Mike is currently 
filming the second season of “Pete Winning” and is soon directing a new 
action/drama web series called, “Asset” 
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JAMES DUBBELDAM (PRODUCER) 
 

 
 
Award winning filmmaker James Dubbeldam has been involved in the film industry for 
over 15 years beginning in 2000 when James met Len Scher, an award-winning  
producer with the CBC.  James worked with Len as his Cinematographer on a number 
of documentaries until Len’s sudden death a few years later. 
After loosing his friend and mentor, James turned his energy towards writing 
screenplays and quit his job as a travel agent to write full-time and sought 
representation for his work. Frustrated by the process, he wrote a short film entitled, 
The Last Day of December, which he directed and produced in late 2007 in an attempt 
to make it on his own.  It was selected by two film festivals and gave James the vital 
experience to move onto something bigger.  Following his success with The Last Day of 
December, James embarked on a more ambitious project. In 2009-he 
wrote/directed/produced his first feature film, Fallen Before Falling.  It won ‘Best 
Canadian Feature’ at the 2011 Canada International Film Festival and was an official 
selection at four other festivals around the globe. 
Challenged by the lack of industry support and recognition for struggling young 
filmmakers, James began writing articles about his film experiences and independent 
film reviews for ‘indy’ film sites.  He soon realized this was not enough. 
In late 2010 he launched the ‘Toronto International Film and Video Awards Inc.’ 
(TIFVA), as a vehicle to not only support emerging filmmakers but to provide them with 
a unique and tailored venue for recognizing their accomplishments. 
With more than 1200 submissions thus far from around the world, James continues his 
work with TIFVA as its Executive Director.  He is also in pre-production for his second 
feature film while concurrently pursuing an array of other film projects. 
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NAVIN RAMASWARAN (EDITOR) 
 

 
 
Graduating from the University of Windsor in 2003 with a BA(H) Communication Studies 
and Visual Arts, Navin Ramaswaran is currently a Director & Editor represented by 
studio m, Toronto, ON.  
Besides being the creative lead on various commercials and music videos, he is also an 
award winning filmmaker. In 2006 Navin wrote, produced, directed, and edited his first 
feature film NARA, under his own banner Splice Films. The film is being distributed 
worldwide by Echelon Studios.  
His recent commercial projects include the award winning Coca Cola Freestyle 
campaign, Disney Channel Canada and WestJet “Your Open Moment” spots. He also 
edited the viral hit WestJet Christmas Surprise 2014. Navin recently completed LATE 
NIGHT DOUBLE FEATURE, a horror anthology, and the award-winning short ONE 
MORE FOR THE ROAD produced by Fangoria writer Kelly Michael Stewart. Navin also 
directed Season 2 of the web series PETE WINNING AND THE PIRATES (which was 
nominated for 4 Independent Screen Awards, including Best Directing (2015)) and THE 
MISFORTUNE OF MADELINE MOODY, a horror short that premiered in 28 Cineplex 
Odeon cinemas across Canada in Feb 2014 as part of distributor Raven Banner’s 
Sinister Cinema Series. Navin is currently in post-production for his next feature film 
CHASING VALENTINE, which he directed and edited. The drama/thriller premieres in 
November 2015 at the Milan International Film Festival. 
“Navin is a stylish, talented director/editor with a great career ahead of him. He has an 
amazing visual eye and a solid understanding of story and character”, comments Sean 
McConville (Director - “Deadline”).  
“It’s the calculated chaos that excites me when it comes to filmmaking”, says 
Ramaswaran. Through his passion and drive for filmmaking, Navin believes that he can 
make an impact in his community and spread awareness on the craft of independent 
filmmaking. 
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DIRECTORS STATEMENT 
 
Valor’s Dawn, was born when I assembled a group of talented filmmaking 
and theater colleagues from Toronto and New York, embarking on an 
extraordinary journey. We realized that collectively with our vision, energy, 
expertise and resources, we had an excellent opportunity to create a film 
that is unique to the short film genre. Valor's Dawn is a micro epic in the 
vein and genre of a Shakespearean drama/tragedy and reminiscent of 
grand Gladiator style films, complete with professional fight 
choreographers, lavish costumes and equipment, special effects, 
professionally trained fight extras and ancient looking indoor/outdoor 
locations and sets. The Metropolitan Opera where the cast choreographed 
and rehearsed for several months to develop an elaborate, complex and 
realistic fight sequence of sword, battle-axe and hand-to-hand combat. In 
essence, we have a true synthesis of indie spirit and filmmaking, with 
professional technique, grand scale, authenticity and high-end production 
values. The film is an ambitious 14 minute HD short about a 1st century 
Celtic King agonizing on his deathbed over the loss of his son during the 
greatest battle of his life. The film was shot and produced in Toronto and 
New York City in multiple locations evoking more ancient and classical 
settings and architecture.   
As the film builds to its powerful conclusion, the plot demands that my 
character, Ambiorix, transform onscreen from a virile, fit, young warrior to a 
contemplative, wrinkled and death ridden old King on his death bed. 
Tormented by the demons of his own history, questioning the loss of his 
son Conall, the act of brutal savagery committed against his son on the 
battlefield and the moral validity and worth of his power and honor. It is in 
the torment of his conscience that this film explores and serves as a 
political and moral allegory for our present day quagmires and commitment 
to wars with no clear end, victory or resolution. This is a story of familial 
love, loss and a man’s struggle for truth and redemption.  
Our goal was to create a compelling, dramatic, provocative and stylistically 
appealing short action film resulting in the film, Valor’s Dawn. 
 
- Reed Clare 
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PRESS 

 

 

 
VALOR'S DAWN 

 
  When it comes to indie films, something that strays away from horror, found footage  
and flat out comedy can be quite refreshing. An interesting and potentially difficult short  
is always a pleasure to watch, when one happens to comes my way. The fact that said 
short was finished, and not abandoned just adds the icing to the cake. "Valor's Dawn"  
is one such piece. An indie low/no budget film that strives to be much more than it's  
collective financial parts. Featuring some cool sword-play and seemingly massive fight  
sequences, you may wonder just how the director pulled this off with next to nothing.  
I got to say however, that all the "how'd they do that" thoughts vanish as you watch  
Reed Clare's world unfold before your eyes. Instead of doubts stemming from the fact 
this is an indie film running through your head, you're left thinking nothing except what  
the director wants to be on your mind. The action is not only present, but done very  
well and the story is one that's simple enough to follow, yet complex enough to stew  
on. "Valor's Dawn", simply put is a good watch. The fact this was put together on  
what I assume was a shoe-string budget is simply astounding. The best part? Even  
the casual movie viewer will enjoy this as much as I did. This isn't a title for  
"Indie Filmmakers" to sit around and brag about what they'd done for next to nothing;  
this is a film everyone can follow and enjoy. No excuses needed. 
  So, I guess that means it's time to hit-up the technical aspects of this short. As a 
 reader, keep in mind that everything is subjective. I may hate something... you  
may love it. It all comes down to personal preference. "Valor's Dawn" unfolds 
essentially as the musings of a tortured man, on his deathbed. Without giving any 
details away, let's just say this is accomplished in a slick way with some beautiful 
locations. However... I would have loved to have had some form of activity during the  
wrap-around with the main character. Even having the lead making some form of death  
bed confession, to another person would have not only added to the on-screen drama,  
but  would also have given our lead a bit more depth; and possibly an opportunity to  
showcase more of his acting chops. The way it is now certainly does the trick, a little  
extra simply would have pushed "Valor's Dawn" up another notch. Aside from that  
little nit-pick, the overall production of "Valor's Dawn" is quite nice; featuring some  
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good camera-work that mixes the hand-held style with standard fare. In this case,  
the hand-held work actually does intensify some of the sequences. This is not some  
shoddy shooting done for a lack of budget, rather a style that actually works in favor  
of the movie. Following up on that, we have a nice, slick edit that pulls the pieces  
together in a great way; both visually and pacing-wise. Then we have Reed Clare, as  
the lead Ambiorix portraying his character eerily well, putting good use to "expression"  
acting. At times during the film I was left asking how much of Reed's expressions were  
pure acting, and how many were caused by the frustration of filming. (Ha ha) Some of 
his on-screen looks were really that good. I could totally believe that this was a real man  
and not some character in a short film. Expressions to me are 80% of any given  
performance. Reed nailed them and for 15 minutes owned the screen. The dialogue itself  
was also done well, leaving the cheese factor behind the lens and out of our ears. 
  As I started this write-up praising this short, I'll end it the same way. All my personal  
tech concerns are just that. Personal. As a whole piece, Reed Clare has pulled together  
a great short film with some excellent sequences. Especially the battle scenes. The  
only qualification a person needs when stepping into this film is the desire to be  
entertained. If that's present in you, you'll be in for a treat. This is a flick I would gladly  
watch again, and look forward to grabbing myself a copy, for my own collection. 
 
Billy Conrad 
indyred 
2015 
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PRODUCTION STILLS 
 
 

 
AMBIORIX (REED CLARE) 
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CONALL (JAKE RIDEOUT) AND AMBIORIX (REED CLARE) 

 

 
ON SET IN INNISFIL, ON 
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AMBIORIX (REED CLARE) 
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ON SET AT THE GUILDWOOD INN PARK IN TORONTO 

 

 
CO-DIRECTOR (MIKE DONIS) & DOP (BRUCE WILLIAM HARPER) 
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QUOTES 
 
“I could totally believe that this was a real man, not some character in a short film. 
Expressions, to me, are 80% of any given performance. Reed nailed them.” 
Billy Conrad of Indyred.com 
 
“Reed Clare has made a great calling card as a serious film and piece of art born out of 
serious play!” 
Christopher Zara of ShowBusinessWeekly 
 
“This is a gorgeously shot film…the settings are absolutely amazing…the costumes are 
kickass…the fight scenes are quite good, incredibly cool and things are always more 
fun and way more dangerous with a battle axe!” 
Misty Lane of Rogue Cinema 
 
“The magnetic Mr. Clare who, as the young would-be King, tends to dominate the 
combat scenes with both his undeniable physical presence and that more important, 
less definable, quality known as screen presence.” 
Byron Thomson of West Coast Weekly 
 
“As a whole piece, Reed Clare has pulled together a great short film with some 
excellent sequences. Especially the battle scenes. The only qualification a person 
needs when stepping into this film is the desire to be entertained.” 
Billy Conrad of Indyred.com 
 
“Creating the small budget film gave Clare the opportunity to show his abilities as a 
wrtier, director, stunt performer as well as his talent as a dramatic actor.” 
Kimberly Spice of The Bulletin 
 
 
LINKS 
 
Website/Trailer - http://www.valorsdawnthefilm.com 
 
IMDB - http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2512808/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 
 
Reed Clare - http://www.reedclare.com 
 
Paleo North Media - http://paleonorthmedia.com 
 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/ReedTClare 
 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/valorsdawn 
 
 


